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Dr. Ramsey will be presenting two talks:
NH Suppliers

10

Varroa Mites True Diet Feeding on Honey Bees

Kids and Bees Mindcraft 11

&
A New Mite, A New Threat: Tropilaelaps Mercedesae
Date: Saturday October 20, 2020

NHBA Officers
President: Starsha Kolodziej
Vice President: Mary Ellen
McKeen
Treasurer: John Schneider

Schedule:
9:30-9:40
9:40-10:30
10:30-10:40
10:40-11:30
11:30-noon

Welcome/How to Zoom
Dr. Ramsey Talk 1
Presidents Report & Scholarship Award
Announcement
Dr Ramsey Talk 2
Q&A
(Moderated)

Secretary: Debra Slocum
You are invited to a Zoom meeting.
When: Oct 17, 2020 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
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Pre-Registration is required:
Please register in advance for this meeting here:
https://unh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwud-uqD4uHN20DEtKV_KSog2Ppy3z5y7F
You will then receive instructions for the Zoom meeting.
Registration will be open to NHBA members first. After
September 21st, it will open to everyone.
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President’s Buzz

Happy Fall, Beekeepers!
2020 has marched on, and the bees have kept pace. September 1 was ‘put mouse guards on’
day. It has been pretty dry so keep an eye on colony stores and feed if necessary. Virtual club
meetings have been plentiful and more open to everyone, so I’ve had the pleasure of attending
meetings that I wouldn’t otherwise be able to. I know quite a few other beekeepers who have
been doing the same, and they have enjoyed hearing everyone’s experiences and questions, as
have I.
My apiary expanded with the spring and is now compressing with the fall. I discovered two
hives that didn’t requeen well, and I sold a few queens, so it has been a very productive year full
of many learnings. Especially with respect to queen introductions. I knew introducing Texas
queens would be tricky, but I didn’t expect the colonies to want to do multiple rounds of
supersedure on them. On the other hand, I do have two introductory laying cages now, thanks
to my father, and I’ve learned a lot about queen mandibular pheromone (QMP) and banking
queens.
I hope many of you participated in the Mite-a-thon! I did, and it’s actually something I look
forward to every year. I get excited to be participating in citizen science, especially on a national
level. As a scientist, I understand how every data point is important, so if it’s something you
haven’t contributed to before, I strongly encourage you to do so. Even if you do your mite
checks outside of the event window, you can still submit your data. I treated most of my apiary
with Formic Pro, but for four of my smaller colonies, I opted to cage the queens for ten days.
Three of the four colonies handled this well, but one did not. My
guess is that the cage I used did not allow for enough contact
between the queen and the workers outside the cage, and the
workers ended up filling in all of the holes in the cage, effectively
sealing the queen inside. I now have multiple capped
emergency queen cells and little hope of a well-mated queen
this late in the season. Luckily, I have a few nucleus colonies
that I can use to make the colony queen-right again.
Mark your calendars for the virtual fall meeting with Samuel
Ramsey. He is an excellent speaker, and I am looking forward
to the event. Consider also attending the Maine and
Massachusetts meetings, as they will be virtual as well.
Stay healthy and safe!
Starsha
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NHBA Beekeeper of the Year Award
The 2020 Frances Dodge Award for Beekeeper of the year is
Karen Eaton!
Congratulations Karen!

Allan Lindahl presenting Karen Eaton the 2020
Frances Dodge Award for Beekeeper of the Year
September 2020 NHBA Research Update
NH Is Blooming! Project: The 2020 Honey Bee Nutrition project, a citizen science project where
anyone can enter information about any plant they see blooming and or pollens they see at their
hives, is still accepting bloom records for this year! Won’t you please help? People can enter their
observations online or download a spreadsheet and mail it to the address on the website. The
website is https://www.nh-is-blooming.com.
Research Committee: Heather Achilles, Deb Slocum, Peggy Dotter, John Schneider, Diane Mattock
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Project Apis m. presents:
Hiveside Chats - Series Premiere
with Danielle Downey
September 12th at 8 AM Pacific Time
Registration Required
Click Here to Register

This special limited premiere is for members of
Bee Clubs and Associations that support PAm.
Join PAm’s Executive Director and bee expert, Danielle Downey,
for a virtual “ask me anything” style hiveside chat. Ask your questions about:
Beekeeping: your bees & management
Products of the hive & pollination
Bee research, bee forage
Project Apis m.’s projects

Thank you! PAm is grateful for your bee club support!
Danielle Downey, the Executive Director for Project Apis m., has been working with honey bees and the parasites that plague them
for 25 years. Her background includes training and research from bee labs in Minnesota, Canada and France; beekeeper education,
work with commercial beekeepers and queen breeders, regulatory work as a State Apiarist in Utah and Hawaii, and wrangling bees
for TV and film. She has worked closely with the Apiary Inspectors of America, Bee Informed Partnership and a bee breeding project
with collaborators in Hawaii, Louisiana and Europe selecting and refining Varroa resistant bees. She holds a BSc from University of
Minnesota and an MSc from Simon Fraser University.
Please Direct questions about this event to Grace Kunkel at Grace@ProjectApism.org

The actual link to register for this event is here: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=4lj5ELQBu0u0w075F24VAs8MRZcdBABKi0soBqQuPQBUMlFUTExINzc0QzhDU1Q5NE1JQTgzRzk1
WC4u
NHBA Research donates to Project Apis m every year.
NHBA Fall Newsletter
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Below are some of the excellent and important information available for all beekeepers
at the UNH Extension. These links are provided by Olivia Saunders from the Carroll
County Office and SARE Grant Coordinator:
1) Drought conditions proliferate throughout the state.
According to the Northeast Climate Hub https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/hubs/northeast/news/flash-droughtcoming , we experienced a flash drought this year. As climate change puts more stressors on agricultural producers,
this type of "flash drought" will become more common. Quoting the NE Climate Hub: “Flash drought refers to drought
conditions that develop unusually quickly, in effect sneaking up on farmers and policy managers. This kind of drought
doesn’t happen often in the Northeast but it did this year.
"Flash droughts result when lack of rainfall combines with heat waves and low humidity. If these conditions occur
during the longest days of summer, the effect is magnified. High heat and long days can bring about intense
evaporation and rapidly drying soils. In parts of the country where soils have a lower water-holding capacity, the rapid
drying can quickly lead to severe plant stress and even death. Irrigation systems are often undersized relative to
water needs during flash drought." Find out the intensity level of drought in your community at the Drought Monitor
Network. https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?NH
2) Northeast SARE announces the 2021 Farmer Grant Program will be due on November 17, 2020. Northeast
SARE's Farmer Grant Program provides research funds directly to farmers to discover breathtaking opportunities.
Projects should seek results other farmers can use, and all projects must have the potential to add to our knowledge
about effective sustainable practices. Grants are capped at $15,000 and projects can run up to two years. Visit NE
SARE's website to learn more, or reach out to NH's SARE Coordinator: Olivia.Saunders@unh.edu
https://northeast.sare.org/Grants/Get-a-Grant/Farmer-Grant-Program/?utm_source=Northeast+SARE+Innovations
3) Agriculture Business Team releases Honey Production Budget tool for beekeepers. Enterprise budgets are a tool
to help you identify profitability and price determination. Each budget should be unique and determined with your own
unique costs. This tool was specifically designed for a NH-sized beekeeper with 10 hives. Create your own enterprise
budget and know your cost of production by using the Honey Production Budget Tool here!
https://www.nh-honeybee-health.com/honey-production-budget

4) NH Farm Products Map was created and launched by UNH extension to help consumers find NH grown products.
Beekeepers with Honey and other bee products available for sale are encouraged to sign up for the map. It has been
viewed over 9,000 times in just a few short months. https://extension.unh.edu/resource/new-hampshire-farm-products-map

5) COVID Resources: The UNH Extension also has put together TONS of resources to help growers provide food safely to
consumers. There are lots of great resources to read here https://extension.unh.edu/tags/agricultural-resources-covid-19. If
anyone has concerns or questions about selling at a farmers market, how to manage customers on their property, or other
COVID related concerns, they are welcome to contact me directly, Olivia.saunders@unh.edu or 603-447-3834

Thank you Olivia!
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Bee Club News
If your club has news to share, this is the place. Just email your club’s news to me at debslocum.nhba@gmail.com.
Our next newsletter will go out Winter 2021.

Pemi-Baker Beekeepers Association (PBBA)
The 2020 PBBA Bee School celebrated its 10th anniversary with 27 students in attendance in January/February. We have
been mentoring our newbees following the CDC guidelines and getting them organized…they are doing a great job!
One of our club members gave us a chart pertaining to the percentage of nectar flow from flowering plants. We contacted
UMASS Amherst for permission to post the chart and received many helpful correspondences from faculty regarding
pollination and pollinators. Their links are listed on our web site.
We are working with our club members to promote Heather Achilles’ 2020 Healthy Hives project - HoneyBee Nutrition - NHis-blooming project which is open until the end of the year.
We have been lucky enough to have our July/August meetings outside at a local business associate’s outside facilities
parking lot! We followed the strict CDC guidelines and socially distance, etc. We had about 25 people at each meeting –
Our Vice President Jen Conn created and ordered face masks with the club logo on it for sale. The club members agreed
that was a good idea!

Photo © Binitha Damerla
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Kearsarge Area Beekeepers
On August 8, 2020, Kearsarge Beekeeper Association held our annual summer BBQ at the Sunapee Apiary. Due to
COVID-19, we had to make some changes: Members and family had to bring their own chairs, food and drinks. There was no
sharing allowed. Masks were worn and social distancing maintained. There was a small raffle, and the rules were modified to
accommodate for COVID-19. No tent or tables were set up. We sat under the shade of the ancient maple trees. We could not
ask for better weather though. It was sunny and warm, but not too hot or too humid, and there was a light breeze. Perfect summer
day.
It was nice to be around fellow beekeepers in person. There were discussions of how hives are doing, mite loads,
treatments, drought, dearth and of course, who would to win in the smoker contest. There was lots of contest jesting going on.
Kevin Sargent came out with a plan to make the smoker contest more even keeled and shorten the competition time. KBA is
always willing to try something new!
Kearsarge Beekeeper Smoker Contest Rules by Kevin Sargent:
1. Bring 1 quart size container of your favorite smoker fuel to the contest. Fuel will be
mixed in a community bucket with other contestants’ fuel. After mixing well, the fuel will
be given out and used by all contestants to make an even playing field.
2. Contestants will be use a smoker provided by the club.
3. The scope of this contest is to see whose smoker can still produce smoke over the
longest time.
4. Smoker will consist of a commercially available factory smoker of 7” height design and
nomore than 4” diameter with no modifications internally or externally to its original
design.
5. Contestants will be given a 5 minute heads up time warning by the judge to be at the
designated starting line spot in which the smoker contest rules will be read by the judge.
6. Contestants will have 5 minutes to light their smokers, in front of the judge, to begin the
contest.
7. The judge will give a 1 minute warning for when smokers are to be put down and on
the contest line. The judge will also call out a warning at 30 seconds and at 10 seconds
give a numerical countdown to zero. At this time all smokers are to be on the contest line.
8. After the smoker displaced down, the contestant can not touch their smoker. Only the
judge is allowed to operate the bellows to verify that the smoker is still producing smoke.
9. The judge will push the bellows 5 times every 10 minutes to verify the smoker has not
gone out. If no smoke is verified after 15 seconds, the smoker will be tipped on its side
and the contestant is out of the contest for the remainder of the event.
10. At the 1 hour mark into the contest the judge will now increase the number of
squeezes to the bellows to 10 times every 10 minutes. The judge will increase the amount
of squeezes by a 5 count every hour. This is to stimulate a quicker burn out of fuel within
the smoker’s pot.
11. The last smoker producing smoke is the Grand Champion.
Kevin unloaded 10 brand new, shiny smokers and containers for the fuel mixing.
Participants then chose a smoker and some fuel. Bam Fleury, last years winner, was the
judge. Bam announced: ‘Ready, set, light!’ The joking ended and an eerier silence came
over the contest area. Participants were busy stuffing, packing, lighting, puffing, and
repeating. Bam then announced ‘Time is up!’ and the smokers were lined up by number,
expelling streams of smoke or not (did it die already?).
When it was time for the first puffs by the judge, the participants and onlookers
lined up in anticipation. Number one smoker, still smoking. Number two smoker still
smoking. Then, it came to number three, Shane Howard's smoker, but there was no
smoke! Sadly it was dead. Shane was out on the first puff. The contest lasted a
reasonable amount of time while everyone was still socializing.
The winner of Kearsarge Beekeepers Association 2020 Smoker Contest is Dana Ramspott! His name will be engraved
on the Copper Smoker trophy. Lots of laughs and fun were had. We can’t wait for next summer’s BBQ and smoker contest!

NHBA Fall Newsletter

www.nhbeekeepers.org

7

New Hampshire Beekeepers Association (NHBA)

September 5, 2020

NewHampshire Bee Clubs Information
Capital Area Beekeepers Association
Time: 7pm
Date: 2nd Friday of the month
Location: South Congregational Church
27 Pleasant Street, Concord
www.capitalareabeekeepers.org
capitalareabeekeepersnh@gmail.com

North Country Beekeepers Association
Time: 5pm
Date: 2nd Sunday of every month
Location: Littleton Community Center
120 Main Street, Littleton
northcountrybeekeepers@gmail.com

CT River Valley Beekeepers
Time: 7PM
Date: 3rd Thursday of the month
Location: Grafton County Extension Oﬃce Bldg.
Room 3855
Dartmouth College Hwy, North Haverhill
Contact: Bart Mann, 802-478-0671
crvba17@gmail.com
Kearsarge Area Beekeepers
Time: 9-11am
Date: 2nd Saturday of the month
Location: Pillsbury Library, Main Street, Warner
www.kbanh.org
Merrimack Valley Beekeepers Association
Time:
Social hour 6:30pm
Bee Talk: 7:30-9:00pm
Date: 1st Saturday of the month Sept-June
Location: St James Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Hwy, Merrimack
www.mvbee.org
president@mvbee.org
Monadnock Beekeepers Association
Time: 7pm
Date: 1st Thursday of the month
Location:242 Chesterfield Road, Keene
Contact: Chris Shaw
cshaw@monadnockbeekeepers.com
www.monadnockbeekeepers.com

Club officers: Please email me any
errors or changes to this list.
debslocum.nhba@gmail.com Thank
you.

Pawtuckaway Beekeepers
Time: 7-9pm
Date: 3rd Monday of the month
Location: Deerfield Community Church
15 Church Street, Deerfield
Contact: Dane Pursley
dane.pursley@pawtuckawaybeekeepers.com
https://pawtuckawaybeekeepers.org/
Pemi-Baker Beekeepers
Time: 7-9pm
Date: 2nd Tuesday of the month
Location: American Legion Hall
37 Main Street, Ashland
Contact: Gerard Godville
gsbeesbrdgh2o@yahoo.com
www.pemibakerba.org
Seacoast Beekeepers
Time: 7pm
Date: 3rd Thursday of the month (ex Dec.)
Location: Jeremiah Smith Lee Grange
1 Lee Hook Road, Lee
Contact: Randall Davis
info@seacostbeekeepers.com
www.seacoastbeekeepers.com
Winnipesaukee Beekeepers Association
Time: 6:30-8:30pm
Date: 1st Thursday of the month
Tuftonboro Town House
247 Middle Road, Tuftonboro, NH
Contact: Stan Kalishman
skal2373@yahoo.com
winnibee603.wixsite.com/home

NOTE: the locations given above are
where meetings are normally held.
Check club websites to see how
specific clubs are handling meetings
and gatherings at this time.
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NH Eastern Apicultural Society (EAS) Director’s News:
I am pleased to announce that we have a winner in the drawing for a book prize
from among those who participated in the Bee Informed Survey this past spring.
Deb Slocum will receive: Queen Rearing Essentials by Dr. Larry Connor. Thank
you everyone who participated in the survey and entered the drawing!
Congratulations Deb!

A summer without EAS? It doesn't seem real. EAS is where Beekeepers from all
over this country and continent, as well as from abroad and "down under"
congregate to talk bees, take classes, see demonstrations, talk bees, buy some
new equipment, talk bees, and just hang out. Enough information packed into one
week to support a year of study!
Thank you to each member and potential member who have maintained their
membership or considered doing so in support of this important organization.

To become a member of EAS, please click here.
If you are already a member of EAS, please log in to check your profile/membership information and watch for
events. The log in fields are also in the upper right hand corner of this page. If you do not remember your password,
select "Forgot Password."
You must be a member of EAS in order to participate in the Conference, Short Course, receive the EAS Journal or
other activities.
•

1 year Individual/Family (Paper Journal or Electronic delivery); $25

•

2 year Individual/Family (Electronic delivery); $45

•

3 year Individual/Family (Electronic delivery); $65

•

Life Membership Dues (Electronic delivery); $250

•

Association(State/county/Regional) Membership is $50 annually

•

Corporate Membership is $50 annually

Family membership: In this system, it is expected that each family will have one primary member (called a bundle
administrator) who will be responsible for renewals. Other members of the family (Bundle) will not have that
capability. In other words, there will be a primary member of each family who will manage the membership
information and perform renewals. It is up to the Primary (Bundle Manger) to add other family members.
If you prefer, you can also mail in membership applications; Membership Form (PDF document).
Note: Please print this form so and fill it out manually. Mail the completed form to the Registrar with your payment.
Questions about membership registration should be sent to registrar@easternapiculture.org
For information on next year's conference, go to the EAS official website
or massbee.org for updates on a regular basis.

Dorinda Priebe
EAS Master Beekeeper
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New Hampshire Beekeeping Suppliers

31 Hillside Terrace
Merrimack, NH 03054
603-429-0808
www.hillsidebees.com

2020 Beekeeping Tours to Slovenia – What
better way to learn how to manage an AŽ
hive than to visit excellent Slovene
beekeepers. Slovenia is one of the most
beautiful countries you will ever visit and
our tours include visiting beekeepers along
with sightseeing the many amazing
historical destinations plus incredible
scenery at every turn. We stay at local
farmhouses and B & B’s, this is the best way
to enjoy the local cuisine and meet the very
friendly Slovenian people. Tours are offered
once or twice a year, spring and/or fall.
6-16 Oct just Slovenia
www.slovenianbeekeeping.com
beeslovenia@gmail.com
Suzanne Brouillette, Owner, #603-499-3730

We sell package bees, nucs, protective
clothing, hive tools, hive woodenware,
medications, honey, extracting
equipment and many other items.

We are Imagine That Honey.
We provide bees, classes and
workshops/presentations. Dean and
Jodi Turner.
https://www.imaginethathoney.com

Kevin Sargent 's Nuc's and Queens
Newport NH
Phone: 603-843-5927
sweetmapletrees@gmail.com

M ccormack
’s
BEE FARM
Keeping Bees in the Rugged Northeast

mccormacksfarm com
• Bees • Queens • Beekeeping Supplies •
Authori ed Mann Lake Dealer

Province Rd Gilmanton NH

-

-

- info mccormacksfarm com

Interested in Advertising your business? All advertisements are from
New Hampshire beekeeping suppliers. If you are a New Hampshire
beekeeping supplier and want to place an ad, you need to be a paid
member of NHBA. Send me your ad, and I can add it to the next
newsletter for September: debslocum.nhba@gmail.com

NHBA Fall Newsletter

www.nhbeekeepers.org

10

New Hampshire Beekeepers Association (NHBA)

September 5, 2020

Kids and Bees

If you know children or have children/grandkids interested in beekeeping, or especially if you outreach
to schools, clubs, etc. check out Kids and Bees. They just completed a Minecraft Education edition
and created a beekeeping world. There are three lands to visit, each with a diﬀerent perspective on
beekeeping. Their website is https://www.kidsandbees.org/minecraft
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