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Dr. Ramsey gave his first talk on January 28th. He will be
presenting two more talks you do not want to miss:
February 22nd, 6:30-8:30 pm
Drivers of Honey Bee Colony Losses: What the Data Actually Say
(45 min), followed by Q&A.

NHBA Officers

President: Starsha Kolodziej

Vice President: Mary Ellen
McKeen

Treasurer: John Schneider

Secretary:	 Debra Slocum


Register now for this talk here:
https://unh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUqcmgqD4tGdTv5HF2ze4xh2G8V9VtnkZQ
April 10th, 9-12 am
Varroa Management: How Mites Should be Treated (50 min)
and Varroa After the Fat: Current Research Endeavors to Fight the
Mite (50 min), followed by Q&A.
NHBA members can also now register for this event.

https://unh.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_WzHQnmauR32kefNdp-5kKQ

 

NHBA members have priority for registering for these talks.
This Winter Series is sponsored through an IPM Grant from the
NH Department of Agriculture and the UNH Cooperative
Extension. NHBA is grateful for their support!
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NHBA Spring Virtual Meeting

Guest Speaker:

Landi Simone, EAS Master Beekeeper

Date: Saturday March 20, 2021

Time: 9am to 12pm
It’s Free!

Landi Simone with NH’s EAS
Director Dorinda Priebe.
Used with permission.

Landi Simone has been an EAS-certified Master Beekeeper since 2004 and currently serves as chair of
the EAS Master Beekeeper Certification Committee. She has been keeping bees for nearly a quarter
century and manages Gooserock Farm, which runs about 100-150 hives in northern NJ. Landi raises
queens, produces and sells nucs, and is well known for her line of handmade beeswax soaps and
cosmetics. She has taught a short course in beekeeping for her local bee club for nearly twenty years
and is a regular speaker at EAS and other venues.

The meeting will have a similar format to the virtual Fall Meeting. The guest speaker will give two talks
(topics TBD) with a break in between. There will also be a short NHBA business meeting, which all
members should attend.  

The exact schedule will be included in the March 1 Spring Meeting Reminder.

Here is the link to register:

NHBA Spring Meeting with LANDI SIMONE

You are invited to a Zoom meeting.

When: Mar 20, 2021 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://unh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIrd--prDIrH9EK7R6Po_wLWa0Qw5CXfkar
 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
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President’s Buzz Feb 2021
Good day all!
It’s been a relatively mild winter so far, but that has not seemed to decrease colony losses. With everything I was
hearing in October and November, I was already concerned about the numbers. Many beekeepers mentioned
suddenly empty hives or dead colonies both in the Facebook groups I frequent as well as the meetings I was
attending. I myself have lost two colonies. Please consider filling out a hive necropsy report any time you lose
colonies so we can better understand how to best manage our bees.
I and many other beekeepers have been taking advantage of the pandemic to attend virtual beekeeping meetings
all over the world. I heard Tom Seeley for the first time and learned about the tremble dance. He is a very
interesting speaker! Samuel Ramsey’s talks have been extremely well-received and well-attended. Please register
for his next two speaking engagements with the NHBA ASAP as we expect them to fill quickly. Landi Simone will
be our guest speaker for our annual spring meeting, so please register for that as well.
Nominations for NHBA Officers: The current officers have offered to stay on board for 2021. However, please feel free
to nominate anyone to run as well. Please send nominations to: barlaw@comcast.net
Beekeeper of the Year Award: Nominations for the Francis Dodge Award for Beekeeper of the Year are still being
accepted. Please email your nominations to Allen Lindahl at allen@hillsidebees.com. Deadline is February 28th. The
winner will be announced at the Spring Meeting.
NHBA Scholarship: The deadline for scholarship applications is May 1. Students can use the form at this website to
apply: https://nhbeekeepers.org/george-s-hamilton-scholarship-forms/. Winners are announced at the Summer
Meeting.

Website: Please check out our updated website if you haven’t already!
Bee Well!
Starsha
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Winter 2021 NHBA Research Notes
By Heather Achilles, Research Chair
NHBA has approved the following 2020 donations to support research that is benefiting NH Beekeepers:
•Project Apis-M (https://www.projectapism.org/) - $750
•Randy Oliver (http://scientificbeekeeping.com/) - $750
•Dr Samuel Ramsey (https://www.drsammy.online/) - $500
•Xerces Society (https://www.xerces.org/): $500
We also have several other citizen science projects either underway or planned for 2021. In October, we
kicked off a moisture study (https://www.nh-honeybee-health.com/2020-moisture-study) to gather and
analyze data from hive monitoring systems across the state to better understand the effects of moisture
on overwintering hives and how our winterizing methods might be improved. We currently have 15
monitored hives from 4 counties participating in the study. If you have monitored hives and would like
to be part of the study, please let us know (heather.nhba@gmail.com).
This year, we will once again conduct our Winter Hive Survey as well as continue to collect data for the
“NH is blooming” project. In 2020, 856 flower observations and 119 pollen color observations were
submitted. Over 200 unique flowers were reported! There will be a summary of the results posted on
the website soon. We are currently working on ideas to make it easier to submit observations as well
as get children more involved. Stay tuned for more details on both projects in the coming weeks.
Thank you for supporting our NHBA citizen science and research projects!
Research Committee: Heather Achilles, Deb Slocum, Peggy Dotter, John Schneider

Photo © by Peggy Dotter
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Important Information from NH Apiary Inspector (NHAI),

Dave Priebe

The NHAI helps beekeepers in many ways. Currently, due to COVID-19, his inspections are limited to
regulatory inspections only:

A. Health Inspection Certifications for interstate movement of bees and equipment.

B. Regulating pests such as AFB and EFB. 

Ed note: This section is a bit long but there was so much important information Inspector Priebe’s gave me I
felt it was important to include all of it. If you don’t have time to read all this information, I suggest at least
bookmarking all the sites listed below.  

2020 NHAI Inspections Summary:

Inspection Certificates: 11

Colonies inspected: 200

Consult Calls: 24

Colonies consulted: 91

Registered Beekeepers: 596

Registered Colonies: 2483

Regulated Pest Abatement: 1 confirmed American FoulBrood (AFB)

Traceback: NUC purchase/Used brood combs

 

1. For complete information on Varroa management in honey bee colonies:

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/
2. Beekeepers should also consider registering their hives/apiaries. It is voluntary, but registration is
required to be notified of certain pesticide treatments (such as community mosquito spraying). This is an
annual process, beekeepers must re-register every year. The process is free. 

https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/publications-forms/documents/apiary-registration.pdf 

3. Another important link for NH beekeepers to bookmark: https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/
plant-industry/apiary-beekeeping.htm 

4. Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) and Integration with Apiary Inspection. This site has useful information
for all beekeepers (I’d bookmark this one too): https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/publications-forms/
documents/apiary-insp-vfd.pdf
5. The USDA Bee Lab in Beltsville, MD will accept samples from hives for testing. There is no cost for the lab
services. Anyone can send samples, following the directions at the website. https://www.ars.usda.gov/
northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/how-tosubmit-samples/
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Here is a Powerpoint(PP) slide showing how to take a core sample from a hive to send to the Bee Lab:

 


Comb Coring
3” Hole Saw, Guide Drill Bit Removed, Run Reverse

Photos: d.priebe

Notes about the PowerPoint slide:

Comb core sample is being taken for analysis at the USDA Bee Lab Beltsville.

•
Hive photo has active AFB infection on brood comb.

•
A 3 inch hole saw was used with the guide bit removed. The drill is run in reverse to avoid the
saw "walking" on the frame.

•
Works for all foundation types.

•
Caution: Wired wax foundation requires extra care when the hole saw is cutting through the
wires.


Thank you Inspector Priebe for all this information!
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NewHampshire Bee Clubs Information
Capital Area Beekeepers Association
Time: 7pm
Date: 2nd Friday of the month
Location: South Congregational Church
27 Pleasant Street, Concord
www.capitalareabeekeepers.org
capitalareabeekeepersnh@gmail.com

North Country Beekeepers Association
Time: 5pm
Date: 2nd Sunday of every month
Location: Littleton Community Center
120 Main Street, Littleton
northcountrybeekeepers@gmail.com

CT River Valley Beekeepers
Time: 7PM
Date: 3rd Thursday of the month
Location: Grafton County Extension Office Bldg.
Room 3855
Dartmouth College Hwy, North Haverhill
Contact: Bart Mann, 802-478-0671
crvba17@gmail.com
Kearsarge Area Beekeepers
Time: 9-11am
Date: 2nd Saturday of the month
Location: Pillsbury Library, Main Street, Warner
www.kbanh.org
Merrimack Valley Beekeepers Association
Time:
Social hour 6:30pm
Bee Talk: 7:30-9:00pm
Date: 1st Saturday of the month Sept-June
Location: St James Methodist Church
646 Daniel Webster Hwy, Merrimack
www.mvbee.org
president@mvbee.org
Monadnock Beekeepers Association
Time: 7pm
Date: 1st Thursday of the month
Location:242 Chesterfield Road, Keene
Contact: John Therriault
jwtherriault@ne.rr.com
www.monadnockbeekeepers.com

Club officers: Please email me any
errors or changes to this list.
debslocum.nhba@gmail.com Thank
you.

Pawtuckaway Beekeepers
Time: 7-9pm
Date: 3rd Monday of the month
Location: Deerfield Community Church
15 Church Street, Deerfield
Contact: Dane Pursley
dane.pursley@pawtuckawaybeekeepers.com
https://pawtuckawaybeekeepers.org/
Pemi-Baker Beekeepers
Time: 7-9pm
Date: 2nd Tuesday of the month
Location: American Legion Hall
37 Main Street, Ashland
Contact: Gerard Godville
gsbeesbrdgh2o@yahoo.com
www.pemibakerba.org
Seacoast Beekeepers
Time: 7pm
Date: 3rd Thursday of the month (ex Dec.)
Location: Jeremiah Smith Lee Grange
1 Lee Hook Road, Lee
Contact: Randall Davis
info@seacostbeekeepers.com
www.seacoastbeekeepers.com
Winnipesaukee Beekeepers Association
Time: 6:30-8:30pm
Date: 1st Thursday of the month
Tuftonboro Town House
247 Middle Road, Tuftonboro, NH
Contact: Stan Kalishman
skal2373@yahoo.com
winnibee603.wixsite.com/home

NOTE: the locations given above are
where meetings are normally held.
Check club websites to see how
specific clubs are handling meetings
and gatherings at this time.
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NH Beekeepers Association
2021 Member Registration Form
(January 2021-December 2021)

Name(s) _________________________________________________________
Name of Apiary (if applicable) ________________________________________
Street address/PO Box ______________________________ Apt./Unit ________
Town _________________________________ State ______ Zip Code _______
Phone __________________ E-mail __________________________________
Single $15 ___ Family $20 ___
Single Life Membership $175___ Family Life Membership $250 ___
Add’l names ___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
Date of payment ___/___/___
New member ________ or, Membership renewal ______
Cash amount ________ or, Check amount ________
Bee Research Fund Donation in any amount (optional) _______
Change of address from a previous one for renewing members? Yes __ No __
Newsletter will be available online at nhbeekeepers.org and will be sent via
email unless otherwise requested.
Members with no online access or for other reasons, please check here for paper
copies of newsletters: ____Yes, I would like paper copies of newsletters
Please make checks payable to NHBA and mail to:
NHBA Membership
℅ Janice Mercieri
56 Kilburn Street
Littleton, NH 03561
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Local NH Beekeeping Suppliers

We are Imagine That Honey.
We provide bees, classes and
workshops/presentations. Dean and
Jodi Turner.
https://www.imaginethathoney.com

31 Hillside Terrace
Merrimack, NH 03054
603-429-0808
www.hillsidebees.com
We sell package bees, nucs, protective
clothing, hive tools, hive woodenware,
medications, honey, extracting
equipment and many other items.

2020 Beekeeping Tours to Slovenia – What
better way to learn how to manage an AŽ
hive than to visit excellent Slovene
beekeepers. Slovenia is one of the most
beautiful countries you will ever visit and
our tours include visiting beekeepers along
with sightseeing the many amazing
historical destinations plus incredible
scenery at every turn. We stay at local
farmhouses and B & B’s, this is the best way
to enjoy the local cuisine and meet the very
friendly Slovenian people. Tours are offered
once or twice a year, spring and/or fall.
www.slovenianbeekeeping.com
beeslovenia@gmail.com
Suzanne Brouillette, Owner, #603-499-3730

M ccormack
’s
BEE FARM
Keeping Bees in the Rugged Northeast

www.mccormacksfarm.com
• Bees • Queens • Beekeeping Supplies •
Authorized Mann Lake Dealer

679 Province Rd, Gilmanton, NH 03237 - (603)832-3438 - info@mccormacksfarm.com

Kevin Sargent 's Nuc's and Queens
Newport NH
Phone: 603-843-5927
sweetmapletrees@gmail.com

Interested in Advertising your business? All advertisements are from
New Hampshire beekeeping suppliers. If you are a New Hampshire
beekeeping supplier and want to place an ad, you need to be a paid
member of NHBA. Send me your ad, and I can add it to the next
newsletter for Spring: debslocum.nhba@gmail.com
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EAS News by NH EAS Director Dorinda Priebe
In the great tradition of EAS these two awards are highly sought after each year and recipients will be selected
whether there is an "in-person" conference or not. We encourage beekeepers in NH to circulate these applications
to other groups they may be a part of: places of worship, schools, Chambers of Commerce, Scouting groups,
anywhere beekeepers might congregate! It is perfectly OK to nominate yourself. Any questions? Contact Dorinda
Priebe director.nh@easternapiculture.org

Divelbiss Award 2021 Nominations Open
At each annual conference, the Eastern Apicultural Society presents the Charles and Evelyn Divelbiss Education
Award. This award is presented to that person or couple who has—over a period of years—reached out to the nonbeekeeping public to explain the value of honey bees in our lives.
The nominee does not need to be from your own state or province. You may wish to announce this request for
nominations at beekeeping meetings and in their newsletters. Feel free to contact officers of state and local
organizations to request their suggestions for possible candidates and letters of support.
The nomination process is easy. Write a letter outlining how the candidate has reached the public over the years.
Groups, such as 4-H clubs, scouting organizations, school groups, community organizations, Lions Clubs, and garden
clubs, as well as media interviews and exhibits at county and state fairs, qualify as non-beekeeping public.
Although the main criteria are edification of the public, the letter may also include activities that teach Short
Courses and other instructional work toward educating beekeepers and prospective beekeepers. The nominee
does not need to be a member of EAS (but the Society would be delighted if the recipient would join).
The deadline for submissions is April 30, 2021 Nominations and letters of support should be emailed to
Secretary@easternapiculture.org.

Mann Lake Eastern Apicultural Society Master Beekeeper Scholarship Application
This scholarship, sponsored by Mann Lake Ltd. and created and administered by the EAS Master Beekeepers, was
established to encourage a worthy young individual to pursue an interest in honey bees and beekeeping. The
Scholarship will provide financial assistance for the selected candidate to attend an annual EAS conference. In
addition to the waiver of registration fees by EAS for the short course and the main conference, the Scholarship will
provide up to $1,000 to the successful candidate to offset other conference expenses.
Manner of Award of the Scholarship
♣EAS will waive the scholarship recipient's registration fees for both the short course and the main conference.
♣Conference expenses such as standard on-site lodging and meals (including special social events, BBQs, and

Friday night banquet, etc.) will be paid from the scholarship fund on behalf of the successful candidate.
♣The scholarship will provide a budget for travel expenses up to $500, which may include airfare or mileage

reimbursement. Travel expenses below $500 will be reimbursed at actual expense incurred.
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♣Travel expenses to and from the conference will be paid to the candidate following submission of receipts for

travel such as airline vouchers, or mileage and receipt of the required article for the EAS Journal. Travel
expenses will not be paid in advance, but will be reimbursed as soon as possible following receipt of
documentation.
Scholarship Eligibility
♣The candidate may be any young person between the ages of 18 and 25 who is a full-time student, or is not a full-

time student but is currently employed by a commercial or sideliner beekeeper and plans to pursue a career in
apiculture. If the candidate is a veteran of any branch of the U. S. armed forces, the age limit is 30.
♣The candidate must have been keeping bees for a minimum of one year by the time the conference for which the

scholarship is requested begins.
♣The candidate may have a beekeeping mentor, who can be a parent or other experienced adult, but must be

primarily responsible for the care of his or her bees.
♣The candidate must have participated in a local short course in beekeeping.

Scholarship Application
♣Qualified candidates must complete an application form providing their basic contact information, brief

beekeeping experience and education, and other relevant data.
♣Candidates must provide letters of recommendation from at least two experienced beekeepers, preferably a

mentor and another beekeeping individual familiar with the candidate’s experience and qualifications. If
possible, this individual should be a Master Beekeeper, state apiarist, educator or research/extension specialist
in the home state of the candidate. These letters of recommendation should be sent directly by the person
providing the recommendation to the Master Beekeeper Scholarship Committee.
♣Candidates must write an essay of no less than two, and no more than three, double-spaced typewritten pages

describing their reasons for wanting to attend the EAS conference. The essay should also outline the
candidate’s ambitions with respect to beekeeping, including both short and long-term plans.
♣Applications must be received by the Chairperson of the Master Beekeeper Scholarship Committee by April 30 of

the year in which the applicant plans to attend the EAS conference.
♣Persons who are not U.S. Citizens are eligible for this scholarship. Individual applicants are responsible to

determine their need for a visa, and their ability to obtain a visa by the end of May in the appropriate year.
EAS conference dates vary slightly from year to year, and thus applicants are advised to confirm the dates of
the meeting and all travel.
Award Criteria
♣Preference will be given to candidates who, in the judgment of the Scholarship Committee, are serious in their

commitment to apiculture. For example, a serious candidate may be planning to pursue a career as a
commercial beekeeper, an entomologist, a researcher in apiculture, a queen breeder, or similar profession. A
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dedicated hobbyist may also win the scholarship, but preference will be given to candidates planning to pursue
a career in apiculture.
♣The candidate must be an EAS member.
♣The candidate must be of good character, responsible, hard-working and honest.

It is expected that, while
attending the conference, the successful candidate will behave in a responsible and respectful manner.

Following the conference, the scholarship recipient will prepare an article for the EAS Journal, of at least one
column in length, or as indicated by the Journal Editor, describing his or her experiences at the EAS conference.
The article should include photographs and discuss how attending EAS has influenced the recipient’s beekeeping
knowledge and post-conference experiences. The article should be submitted no later than six months following
the end of the conference.
And, as of today, EAS 2021 is still on in person:

EAS MA 2021
July 26 – 30, 2021

66th Annual Short Course and
Conference*

University of Massachusetts, Amherst MA
Speakers:
• Dr. Tom Seeley
• Dr. Samuel Ramsey
• Dr. Cameron Jack
• Paul Kelly
• Bill Hesbach
• Dr. Scott McArt
• Dr. Tammy HornPotter
• Dr. Heather Mattila
• Michael Palmer
and more…
Workshops:
• Honey Judging
• Bees Under the
Microscope
• Lotions and Potions
• Cooking with honey

Short Course Tracks:
• Beginner
• Intermediate
• Advanced
• Queen Rearing and
Colony Management
• Hands-on beekeeping
in the State Apiary
Special
•
•
•
•

Events:
Field Trips
Auctions
Honey Show
Special Visit by
Lorenzo Langstroth

Major Beekeeping Suppliers
and Artisans

EAS Master Beekeeping Program Testing & Certification
*More information on Conference schedule and details HERE.
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Nature, Culture, Food and
Entertainment
Flagship campus of the
University of Massachusetts
system and nationally ranked
public research university.
Downtown Amherst – Walkable mile of
cuisine, culture, art, and independent film
at the center of legendary trail networks for
biking, hiking, arts, and literature.
90 miles from Boston and 175 miles from
New York City. 64 miles to Tanglewood
summer home of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra.
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